
AMENDED


Introduced by Council Members Boyer, Crescimbeni, Yarborough
& Co-sponsored by Council Members Carter & Anderson:
ORDINANCE 2012-499
AN ORDINANCE RENAMING THE “GOODBY’S LAKE BOAT RAMP” LOCATED AT 9020 SAN JOSE BLVD.,   JACKSONVILLE, FL 32257, IN DISTRICT 5, THE “JOHN LOWE BOAT RAMP” AT GOODBY’S LAKE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS,
John T. Lowe, known in Northeast Florida as "Mr. Boating" for his work on behalf of recreational marine interests, passed away in January, 2012 from complications from a fall; he was 79; and

WHEREAS, a three-time past president of the Marine Industries Association of Florida, Mr. Lowe devoted more than 40 years to ensure people's access to Florida's waters and he also promoted recreational boating safety as well as the state's natural resources as boosts to tourism; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Lowe, who worked full time in the recreational marine industry after retiring in 1971 from a 21-year career as a Jacksonville police officer, was a highly respected lobbyist, kept an eye on legislation proposed in Tallahassee affecting boating consumers' interests; he worked to have more boat ramps built; and

WHEREAS,
he was the longtime executive vice president of the Jacksonville Marine Association, which each year staged two of the state's largest and oldest boat shows; and

WHEREAS,
Mr. Lowe served on the Florida Boating Advisory Council, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Manatee Recovery Team, the State of Florida Blue Ribbon Marina Committee, the Jacksonville Marine Institute and was a founding board member of the Greater Jacksonville Kingfish Tournament. He also served on the Duval County Tourist Development Council for 16 years and was a member of the Jacksonville Waterways Commission; and

WHEREAS,
Mr. Lowe was born in Jacksonville, graduated from Robert E. Lee High School, attended Jacksonville University and joined the old city police department in 1950; and 

WHEREAS,
a patrol sergeant, he also served as the department's first public information officer and was named Outstanding Police Office of the Year in 1967; and
WHEREAS,
while heading the Jacksonville Marine Association, he received a gubernatorial appointment to the Florida Boating Council and a mayoral appointment to the Jacksonville Recreation and Public Affairs Advisory Board; and
WHEREAS,
a past commodore of the Jacksonville Outboard Club, Mr. Lowe received numerous honors during his marine career, including the 1978 Irv Rosenthal Award presented by the Marine Retailers Association of America for outstanding contributions to the marine retailing business; and
WHEREAS,
He also received the 1978 Charles F. Chapman Award given only once before to Ralph Evinrude for "distinguished service to the sport of boating;" the presentation was made at the New York National Boat Show by the National Association of Engine and Boat Manufacturers and Motorboating & Sailing magazine; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Boat Ramp Named.
The boat ramp located at 9020 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32257, in District 5, formerly known as the “Goodby’s Lake Boat Ramp”, is hereby named the “John Lowe Boat Ramp” at Goodby’s Lake.

Section 2.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation prepared by:
Margaret M. Sidman
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